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[bookmark: _Hlk152050971]In 2002, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC), and Teranet Enterprises Inc. reached an agreement to gather information about Ontario’s estimated four million land parcels and bring this information together into a standardized digital database – the Ontario Parcel database. 
Most of the parcels managed by the MPAC (assessment), Teranet Enterprises Inc. (ownership) and the Ontario Government (Crown lands) share the same or similar geometry. The Ontario Parcel maintains an integrated, common fabric for Ontario in a format that can be easily accessed by users.
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E-mail: geospatial@ontario.ca
Visit: Ontario Parcel
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[bookmark: What_is_the_Ontario_Parcel?][bookmark: _bookmark0][bookmark: _Toc218857530]What is the Ontario Parcel?
An integrated set of assessment, ownership, and Crown parcel data layers that can be used for assessment, taxation, land registration and management, as well as land use and business planning. The data consists of polygons with unique identifiers and civic addressing linked to the assessment parcel and other information such as registered plans (available in the Supporting Information map service only). This database reduces data duplication and costs for Ontario ministries and municipalities. It also provides valuable information to organizations that could not afford this type of data.
For more information on this product refer to the metadata record.
Definition of the Ontario Parcel layers:
Assessment Parcel Layer – Areas of land defined for property assessment purposes as determined by MPAC. The main source data used for the Ontario Parcel were assessment maps and inserts. Civic addressing data is linked to the parcel and has been parsed to contain street name, number, type, direction, and municipal name.
Crown Parcel Layer – Areas of land that include the following types of tenure: provincial parks, conservation reserves, patents, active leases, licenses of occupation, acquired lands, Crown easements, cancellations, forfeitures, federal lands and land use permits. The Crown parcel is a conglomeration of these themes and does not allow these features to be distinguished.
Ownership Parcel Layer – Areas of land for which there is registered title of ownership by an individual or organization. The Province of Ontario Land Registration Information System (POLARIS) database and Basic Index Mapping (BIM) data, are built and maintained by Teranet Enterprise Inc. Through the Ontario Parcel agreement, the ownership data is available to Ontario government users for internal non-commercial use.
Ontario Parcel products
Digital Assessment Parcel Fabric (DAPF) – contains parcel geometry, assessment role numbers (ARN) and civic addressing.
Digital Crown Parcel Fabric (DCPF) – contains parcel geometry and assigned Crown identifiers.
Digital Ownership Parcel Fabric (DOPF) – contains parcel geometry and property identification numbers (PIN).
Ontario Parcel Reference Guide
This guide describes the Ontario Parcel data and how it was compiled. This document was originally intended for users receiving data from Teranet Enterprise Inc. Note that chapters 6 and 7 do not apply for accessing the data from Geospatial Ontario (GEO).
It is for licensed users only and shall not be distributed further without permission. 
For more information email geospatial@ontario.ca.
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[bookmark: How_does_the_Ontario_Parcel_data_align_w][bookmark: What_data_is_available_and_where?_][bookmark: _bookmark1][bookmark: _Toc218857531]How does the Ontario Parcel data align with other Geospatial Ontario Warehouse data?
During the Ontario Parcel build, the province was divided into two types of mapping:
Mapped areas
Areas where Teranet’s ownership mapping existed at the time the Ontario Parcel agreement (2002). In the mapped areas, assessment parcel map data was created from and maintained on top of the existing POLARIS and BIM mapping. The assessment parcel was created by making a copy of the existing DOPF and then adding or deleting only those lines required to convert the Ownership Parcel picture to an Assessment Parcel picture. The Crown parcels were not mapped in these areas, but are captured on a day forward basis.
Unmapped areas
In areas outside mapped areas, Geospatial Ontario Warehouse base data such as the hydrology, the geometry from the Ontario Road Network, fences, hedges, etc., were used to reference the parcel data. The township fabric was improved through the Ontario Parcel build. When using the Ontario Parcel data, note that the new parcels are built based on the improved township fabric (2005).
[bookmark: _Toc218857532]What data is available and where?
The Assessment Parcel Layer
Mapped for the entire province.
The Ownership Parcel Layer
Originally only available where it existed at the time the Ontario Parcel agreement was signed, which is largely in southern and eastern Ontario. Through an extension to the Ontario Parcel agreement (2012), the remaining 1 .4 million Ownership parcels are now available for the Province. It is important to note that the ownership parcels may not have the same geometry as the assessment parcel, as the data was automated differently and may not be aligned.
The Crown Parcel Layer
Mapped for the province, except in areas where ownership mapping (BIM and POLARIS) already existed at the time the Ontario Parcel agreement was signed. In those areas, the Crown parcels are being built and maintained on a day forward basis.
You can refer to the metadata records for a description of the three structured data layers. 
For more information on the areas of data set availability, visit the Ontario Parcel website.
[bookmark: _Toc218857533]Will the Ontario Parcel be kept up to date?
Changes to the Ontario Parcel data are identified through an integrated maintenance process based on Ontario’s Land Registry Records and information inputs for other non-registered interests from MNR and MPAC. New or changed data is available in the form of regularly scheduled digital updates with a quarterly standard for supporting information data and a bi-weekly standard for structured GIS data. The civic addressing data is updated on a monthly basis.
[bookmark: _Toc218857534]What delivery formats can I access from Geospatial Ontario?
[bookmark: Will_the_Ontario_Parcel_be_kept_up-to-da][bookmark: What_delivery_formats_can_I_access_from_][bookmark: How_do_I_access_the_parcel_data?][bookmark: _bookmark2]Ontario Parcel data is available to MNR and list user licensees from GEO in the following formats:
For structured data containing parcel boundaries and identifiers:
· File Geodatabases
· Shapefiles
For supporting information:
· Map Service
[bookmark: _Toc218857535]How do I access the parcel data?
Ontario Government ministries that choose to, can get access to the data through Geospatial Ontario. Access to the data also includes approved organizations affiliated with ministries that fund the Ontario Parcel such as Conservation Authorities, Ontario Land Trusts and other list users. Some organizations are entitled to data in their jurisdiction only. Municipalities must access the ownership data from Teranet Enterprise Inc.
Users will be required to complete a Letter of Agreement (LoA) prior to Geospatial Ontario providing access to the Ontario Parcel data. The purpose of this LoA is to ensure that users are aware of the terms, conditions and restrictions when using the Ontario Parcel data. 
[bookmark: _Toc152068994][bookmark: _Toc218857536]Is there a list of what Ontario Parcel data is available?
You can refer to the Ontario Parcel metadata record for a description of the three structured data layers. For GIS structured data, please refer to the DAPF, DOPF, and the DCPF. For the supporting information, please refer to the metadata record for Ontario Parcel – Supporting Information.
Ontario Parcel GeoHub record
Ontario Parcel – Supporting Information GeoHub record
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