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[bookmark: _Toc445815655][bookmark: _Toc227147631]Disclaimer
This technical documentation has been prepared by His Majesty the King in right of Ontario as represented by the Ministry of Natural Resources (the “Ministry”). No warranties or representations, express or implied, statutory or otherwise shall apply or are being made by the Ministry with respect to the documentation, its accuracy or its completeness. In no event will the Ministry be liable or responsible for any lost profits, loss of revenue or earnings, claims by third parties or for any economic, indirect, special, incidental, consequential or exemplary damage resulting from any errors, inaccuracies or omissions in this documentation; and in no event will the Ministry’s liability for any such errors, inaccuracies or omissions on any particular claim, proceeding or action, exceed the actual consideration paid by the claimant involved to the Ministry for the materials to which this instructional documentation relates. Save and except for the liability expressly provided for above, the Ministry shall have no obligation, duty or liability whatsoever in contract, tort or otherwise, including any liability or negligence. The limitations, exclusions and disclaimers expressed above shall apply irrespective of the nature of any cause of action, demand or action, including but not limited to breach of contract, negligence, strict liability, tort or any other legal theory, and shall survive any fundamental breach or breaches.
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For more information about this document, please contact the Office of the Surveyor General at landtenuremapping@ontario.ca.
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[bookmark: _Toc227147634]Glossary of terms
Depatenting: A process pursuant to Section 38 of the Public Lands Act that enables the MNR to restore land acquired by and or for the use of the MNR to the status of unpatented land. A certificate stating that the lands are deemed to be public land is registered by the land registrar who closes the parcel, meaning that the Land Titles Act or the Registry Act ceases to apply to the land.
Easement: A property right, in which one property gains a benefit from another property (e.g., a right of way).
Land Registry Office: Operated by the Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery and Procurement for the registration and filing of documents in the Registry Division under the Registry Act and, in the Land Titles Division for documents registered under the Land Titles Act.
Lease: A conveyance or grant of possession of land that permits occupation of public land for a specific term for a set length of time.
Legal Description: A description of land in a freehold or leasehold letters patent, licence of occupation, or easement which is suitable for registration in a Land Registry Office.
Licence of Occupation: A licence issued under section 20 of the Public Lands Act which conveys a personal right to occupy public lands and includes a statutory right to maintain action against trespass.
Survey: The determination, measurement, and establishment of boundaries of land performed by an Ontario Land Surveyor who is licensed to practice cadastral surveying.
Transfer: (a) A document that changes ownership of a leasehold estate registered under the Land Titles Act. (b) The act of conveying a property interest to another party.
[bookmark: _Toc227147635]1. Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc227147636]1.1 Crown land tenure data overview
The Crown land tenure data contains information associated with Crown land and Crown land interests and is maintained by the Office of the Surveyor General’s (OSG) Parcel Mapping and Georeferencing Unit. The Crown land: ministry acquisitions data class is owned by the Lands and Business Support Section (LBSS), Divisional Support Branch, Regional Operations Division and maintained in cooperation by both OSG (responsible for geometry) and LBSS (responsible for attributes). 
The series of open Crown land tenure data classes include:
Crown land: ministry unpatented land
Crown land: ministry acquisitions
[bookmark: _Hlk227147407]Crown land: MNR non-freehold dispositions
Patent land external
The Patent land external layer has been dissolved based on geographic township, title holder type, and certain forestry related reservations.
[bookmark: _Toc227147637]2. Crown land tenure data classes
[bookmark: _Toc227147638]2.1 Crown land: ministry unpatented land
These are unpatented lands under Crown control managed by the Ministry of Natural resources (MNR). These are parcels of land, and land under water, which have not been granted or sold by the Crown to people or organizations for private use and are therefore still under ownership of the Crown. Patented properties that are forfeited (forfeitures) back to the Crown are also considered unpatented land. Patented parcels that have been depatented are also included in this class.
[bookmark: _Toc227147639]2.2 Crown land: ministry acquisitions
An area of land that is of interest to the Crown as a result of an acquisition AND managed by MNR. Acquisitions may include title rights such as fee simple purchase, conservation easements, land donations, bequeaths and land exchanges. 
Acquisitions may also be completed by developing partnership agreements to acquire lands through purchase, donation, or dedication. This data class only includes acquired land that is managed by MNR. Other provincial government land that is NOT managed by MNR is included in the Patent land data class, where discovered, with a Title Holder Type of “Other Provincial Government Agency”. Lands acquired through partner agreements that are managed by the partners are not included in this data class.
[bookmark: _Toc227147640]2.2 Crown land: MNR non-freehold dispositions
The definition of Crown dispositions is the transfer of rights to use Crown land from the Crown to private individuals, businesses, other ministries, or the federal government.
The information included in this data class, however, is limited to dispositions that have a term, therefore any disposition other than a patent. These include:
Land Use Permits (LUP)
Licences of Occupations
Beach Management Agreements
Easements
Leases
At the end of the term of the occupation, the rights to use the land revert back to the Crown if the agreement is not renewed, or the terms of the agreement are not met. Dispositions only occur on lands which are included in either the “Crown land: ministry unpatented” or “Crown land: ministry acquisitions” data classes. 
Only LUP’s that are reoccurring or that have a term more than a year are included in this data class. Section 3 contains more detailed descriptions of the various types on dispositions authorized by the MNR.
[bookmark: _Toc227147641]2.4 Patent land external
A patent is a permanent disposition that does not revert to unpatented land unless it is forfeited to the Crown, or it is acquired by the Crown and then depatented. These are parcels of land in which the Province has transferred some or all of its rights. Patent land holds the spatial representation of properties as they were patented, without current internal boundaries, except where there are individual parcels that are of interest to the Crown. These include:
Patented land that is owned by a Crown agency other than MNR and not managed by MNR
A reservation to the Crown (e.g., timber rights, mining rights)
An easement to the Crown’s benefit (e.g., access road)
Crown pecuniary interest (e.g., Government grant for conservation purposes)
[bookmark: _Toc227147642]3.0 Disposition types
A disposition grants either property rights (freehold or leasehold title) or personal rights (land use permit or licence of occupations) to Crown lands. These dispositions are legal agreements of occupational authority between the MNR and tenant. They outline who can use the land, for how long, rents and fees and associated conditions.
[bookmark: _Toc227147643]3.1 Land Use Permit (LUP)
A land use permit grants short term use, typically between 1 and 10 years, for a specific purpose to the Crown land in question. It is subject to conditions including an annual fee. A land use permit cannot be transferred, assigned, charged or renewed. It is usually not surveyed, and its spatial location is typically identified by UTM coordinates and a sketch which may have impacts on the accuracy of land use permit data.
Examples of scenarios where a land use permit is appropriate include, but are not limited to:
private recreation camps
commercial outpost camps
small marinas
electrical distribution/transmission lines. 
[bookmark: _Toc227147644]3.2 Licence of occupation (LO)
A licence of occupation grants the right to use and occupy Crown land, typically for 20 years, for a specific purpose. An LO cannot be renewed and upon expiry a new LO must be issued. It is subject to conditions including an annual fee. It does not grant an interest in the land and is not registered on title. A licence of occupation may be assigned and mortgaged under specific circumstances. This permit type is not frequently used, however many historic LO’s are contained within the Crown land tenure data. This type of disposition requires an accurate description of the lands, typically based on a survey or use of a hybrid GIS product.
The most common current use of a licence of occupation is in the form of a multi-site LO for telecommunication towers.
[bookmark: _Toc227147645]3.3 Beach management agreement (BMA)
A beach management agreement is an agreement between MNR and a municipality for the municipality to manage beach property and authorize occupations. The term of these agreements is 20 years. It cannot be renewed and upon expiry a new BMA must be issued. A beach management agreement does not grant an interest in the land and is not registered on title. These agreements are subject to an annual fee representing a percentage of the gross revenue. This type of disposition requires an accurate description of the lands, typically based on a survey or use of a hybrid GIS product.
[bookmark: _Toc227147646]3.4 Crown easement
A Crown easement grants an interest in the land for a specific purpose but does not grant exclusive rights to the land. The Crown retains ownership of the land while other tenure documents can be issued on top. The term of a Crown easement is from 20 years to in perpetuity. There is no ability to renew, it can only be surrendered by the Grantee and are not always subject to rent. Crown easements are registered in the Land Registry Office, require a legal description of the land by reference plan and usually have an associated property identification number (PIN).
Examples of scenarios where a Crown easement is appropriate include, but are not limited to:
natural gas pipelines
water intakes
electrical transmission lines
roads.
[bookmark: _Toc227147647]3.5 Crown lease
A Crown lease conveys a leasehold interest (long-term secure rental) in the land which is issued by letters patent. The Crown retains ownership of the land. The initial term of a Crown lease is from 20 to 40 years. Crown leases are registered in the Land Registry Office, require a description of the land by reference plan and usually have an associated leasehold property identification number (PIN).
[bookmark: _Toc227147648]4.0 Data maintenance
The Crown land tenure data class layers are considered 'live' datasets, which means they are edited as often as daily.  Users may need to refresh their copy of the data frequently based on the high probability that changes have occurred.
Maintenance occurs as a result of land related business process currently in place where OSG is notified by the responsible business area that changes have occurred. Examples of processes that result in data maintenance include but are not limited to:
freehold or non-freehold disposition documents are sent to Land Registry Office(s) for registration
an acquisition has occurred
issuance of a new LUP
cancellation of an existing LUP.
[bookmark: _Toc227147649]4.1 Land use permits
Historic LUPs that were not supported by a sketch are spatially represented by a 20m x 20m square that is centre on the provided coordinates. A supporting sketch and spatial data file are now a requirement of the LUP process. As historic LUPs are renewed the 20m x 20m squares are being replaced with more representative geometry. LUP permit numbers are also updated as permits are renewed.
[bookmark: _Toc227147650]4.2 Cancellations
Cancellations of leases, licences of occupation and easements can occur for several reasons. Examples include, but are not limited to, non-payment of rent to the Crown, lease or licence of occupation expiration and leases or licence formal cancellation. The Crown land tenure data will only be updated once the cancellation is finalized. The geometry and associated attribute information are removed from the Crown land: MNR non-freehold dispositions data class at that time.
[bookmark: _Toc227147651]4.3 Acquisitions
The Crown land: ministry acquisitions data class is updated with new geometry and associated attribute information when transfer documents are received from the Land Registry Office. At that time the corresponding feature and attribute information is removed from the Patent land data class.
[bookmark: _Toc227147652]4.4 Unpatented land dispositions
Features for unpatented Crown land that is sold (permanently disposed of) are moved from the Crown land: ministry unpatented data class to the patent land data class.
The sale of Crown land that is leased or under a land use permit results in the feature being moved from disposition data class to the patent land data class.
[bookmark: _Toc227147653]4.5 Forfeitures
Forfeitures may occur for the non-payment of land taxes (e.g., Provincial Land Tax). In unorganized territory these lands return to the Crown as unpatented lands under the management authority of MNR.
If the parcel is a forfeited patent, the feature is moved from the Patent land data class to the Crown land: ministry unpatented land data class. If the parcel is a forfeited lease, the feature is removed from the Crown land: MNR non-freehold dispositions data class.
[bookmark: _Toc227147654]4.6 Patent land
When Crown Land Registry has sent the transfer documents to the corresponding Land Registry Office, a copy of the letter is sent to OSG. The information is then sent to Teranet through the OP Maintenance Process. When the OP maintenance has been completed by Teranet, OSG then adds the parcel to the Patent Land layer and removes the geometry from the Crown land: ministry unpatented land layer.
[bookmark: _Toc213160009][bookmark: _Toc213160163][bookmark: _Toc213160328][bookmark: _Toc224038366][bookmark: _Toc227147655]5.0 Data limitations and notes
[bookmark: _Toc227147656]5.1 Overlapping features
These occur due to overlaps in the source land tenure datasets. There are legitimate overlaps that exist such as electrical distribution lines over pipeline easements or private lands where the surface rights and mining rights were patented separately. Leases and land use permits may also overlap mining rights only patents. The focus of the maintenance of the land tenure datasets is additions and removals based on recent transactions and requests to update specific features. Broader data updates to address topology issues are made as time permits.
5.2 [bookmark: _Toc227147657]Expired dispositions
[bookmark: OHN_WATERBODY_FT][bookmark: OHN_OTHER_KNOWN_NAME][bookmark: OHN_WATERCOURSE_FT][bookmark: OHN_SHORELINE_FT][bookmark: OHN_HYDROGRAPHIC_POLY_FT][bookmark: OHN_HYDROGRAPHIC_POINT_FT][bookmark: _Toc40364537]Dispositions that are past their business expiry date are left in the Crown land: MNR non-freehold dispositions data class as many have been renewed or will be renewed. The feature will remain in the data class until OSG receives direction to remove it.
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[bookmark: _Toc227147663]Links to Additional Information
Search Ontario GeoHub for “Patent land external” 
Search Ontario GeoHub for “Crown land: ministry acquisitions” 
Search Ontario GeoHub for “Crown land: MNR non-freehold dispositions”
Search Ontario GeoHub for “Crown land: ministry unpatented land”
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