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Plant community observation and occurrence data package
Plant community observation and plant community occurrence data in the Non-standard Data Distribution (NDD) contain additional layers (noted below). The data class structure is the same as existing data class user guides and data descriptions; please refer to these documents for field descriptions and detailed information about the data. The plant community observation data package has new information and the plant community list has been updated. This guide is intended as a general overview of the layers contained in the plant community observation geodatabase (PT_Plant_Communities.gdb) and an explanation of how to relate these layers.
The following layers in NDD are updated or new:
PC_Observation (Provincially Tracked Plant Community Observations) is a polygon layer that contains discrete observations of a Plant Community obtained from a field survey, orthophoto interpretation, or historical account. 

PC_Occurence (Provincially Tracked Plant Community Occurrences) is a polygon layer that contains discrete occurrences of a Plant Community, consisting of one or more Plant Community observation.

Plant_Community_List is a table of plant communities based on the existing vegetation classifications that have been developed by MNRF for northern (Forest Ecosystem Classification (FEC)) and southern Ontario (Ecological Land Classification (ELC)). It contains conservation status ranks (for information go to our natural heritage methodology webpage) and ELC, FEC and Ecosite codes for each plant community. This table can be joined to the plant community observation (PC_Observation) or plant community occurrence (PC_Occurence) layers using ‘Plant_Community_Element_ID’ field.

Species_Master_List is a table containing a master listing of all Ontario flora and fauna that are of interest to the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry. A unique Element ID is assigned to each element that identifies either: a specific species/subspecies/variety, a grouping or category of species. Where applicable, various element significance rankings (e.g. Sensitivity, Provincially Tracked, COSEWIC status, SARA status, etc.) are included in the master list. This table can be joined to ‘PC_Obs_Notable_Species’ using the instructions provided below.

PC_Obs_Notable_Species (Provincially Tracked Plant Community Observations Notable Species) is a table of notable or tracked species for a Specific Plant Community observation. A notable species can be an invasive species, species of interest, or tracked species. This table can be joined to plant community observations (PC_Observation) by: 1) Join ‘Species_Element_ID’ field in ‘PC_Obs_Notable_Species’ table to ‘Species_Element_ID’ field in ‘Species_Master_List’ table, and then 2) Relate ‘OGF_ID’ field in ‘PC_Observation’ and ‘PC_Observation_Id’ in ‘PC_Obs_Notable_Species’. There are no notable species for the plant community occurrence layer.

Questions? Contact the Natural Heritage Information Centre at NHICrequests@ontario.ca or 705-755-2159.

Some of the information in this document may not be compatible with assistive technologies. If you need any of the information in an alternate format, please contact NHICrequests@ontario.ca.
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